
well-to-do learn to get treatment gratis; we multiply
free hospitals, we entice into the study of medicine
many who would far better succeed in other lines,
and thus annually turn out a surplus of doctors to
compete in an already overcrowded profession.
The remedy is largely in our own hands and it is

not to our credit as a profession that it is unused. It
is not by overturning society that we can right
matters, not even if we pool our issues with every
breeder of discontent in this or any other land. There
will always be some unmerited failures and some

hardships, but when our professional spirit rises above
sacrificing the many for the few by multiplying small
medical colleges for advertising purposes, we shall
see the beginning of the end of some of the evils of
which we now complain, and the Golden Rule can be
followed under existing conditions even better than
under anarchy, with every man's hand free to do
whatever his imperfect ethic nature may suggest.

GEN. LEONARD WOOD.
The London correspondent of the Medical News,

in his last communication, says that General Wood is
decidedly the popular hero in London, and the record
he has made in Santiago is quoted as a brilliant illus-
tration of the value of combined medical and military
administrative talent in such a situation. The fact is
gratifying to his countrymen, whose opinion of him,
as far as it can be formed of one who has not yet
finished his career, is the same as that of his English
admirers. It is hoped that it may be very long before
Dr. Wood's career is finished, and that our confr\l=e`\re
will continue to reflect credit on his profession in
whatever capacity he may be called upon to act.

COLORADO MEDICAL LEGISLATION.
The Colorado Medical Practice Act, which was noted

in the Journal of April 15 as having passed both
branches of the legislature, was finally vetoed by the
enlightened governor of that State. His objections
to the bill in his feebly sarcastic veto message, as

reported, are: that it admits "that the public health
may be protected by three different systems of materia
medica and therapeutics," that it makes the use of
the title of "Dr." amisdemeanor even in D. D's., and
veterinary surgeons; that it will not protect the pub-
lic health, which is already good enough in Colorado,
and, lastly, that nearly all advance in medicine has
been made by physicians who were in opposition to
their' brethren\p=m-\notby, "but notwithstanding the
great body of its professors." The message reads as

if it were written by a quack.
ACTIVE AND PASSIVE IMMUNITY TO ANTHRAX.

Having shown that sheep could be rendered im-
mune to subcutaneous inoculation with virulent an-
thrax bacilli by previous treatment with blood-serum
of infected animals, Sobernheim (Berliner Klin,
Woch., March 27, p. 273) undertook to determine

whether similar results could be obtained after spon-
taneous infection. The immunity conferred by
treatment with the blood serum of immune animals or
of those suffering from anthrax is both quickly ac-

quired and quickly lost. Artificial protection would,
therefore, be of use principally in the face of an epi-
demic. It was found, however, that this passive
immunity could be combined advantageously with
active immunity. With this object in view sheep were
treated subcutaneously with amixture of blood serum
from infected animals and cultures of anthrax bacilli.
The resulting infection was mild and the immunity
considerable, the latter being still present a month
and a half later. Further, the sheep were resistant
not only to subcutaneous inoculation, but also to in-
fection through the gastro-intestinal tract, the usual
mode of infection under natural conditions. Similar
results were obtained with animals treated with the
blood serum of animals infected with anthrax.

SAND FILTRATION AND TYPHOID FEVER.
The majority of the informed and the thinking will

agree with the Philadelphia Record in its statement
"that there is enough knowledge already gleaned from
past experience to clearly indicate that the true
solution of the water problem in this city is to be
found in sand filtration. The sooner this process
(which is not patented) shall be adopted and put into
operation the better. There is good reason to be-
lieve that the recent epidemic of typhoid fever, which
has caused the loss of many lives, would have been
avoided if sand filter-beds of sufficient capacity to
purify the Schuylkill water had been put in opera-
tion before the beginning of the present year." In
view of the facts it is difficult to understand how any-
one having the welfare of the city and the interests of
its people sincerely at heart could have deferred
for an hour filtration of contaminated water-supply
under the pretext of seeking information already in the
possession of those who care to know. Statistics show
that in several weeks the three most important causes
of death in Philadelphia have been pneumonia, pul¬
monary tuberculosis and typhoid fever—all infec¬
tious diseases, transmissible more or less directly from
the sick to the well. The remedies are two: 1, pre¬
vent the dissemination of the germs, through water,
through air, through contact; and, 2, increase the in¬
dividual resistance.

THE ILLINOIS MEDICAL LAW.
The new Illinois medical practice act that has just

become a law is not in all respects what was desired
or is desirable, but is certainly an improvement on
what preceded it. The fact that a State examination
is required from non-graduates of Illinois institutions
is certainly an advance, though a somewhat halting
one. It will be remembered that medical law reforms
in Massachusetts started in a similar way, and that
now that State is behind none in its scientific require-
ments for the practice of medicine. It is to be hoped
that this is also only a first step in Illinois, where
there are so many so-called medical colleges of vary-
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